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Farm Watch/Alert

                                   26th April 2011

Police Update

Lothian and Borders Area

A similar message was sent out recently via the “Farm Watch” Scheme so apologies if you have already received this.

Previously Lothian and Borders Police, through the Farm Watch Scheme, have alerted members to the potential of horse thefts throughout the area.

Horse thieves spend considerable time selecting the horse they intend to steal and identify the means in which they intend to make good their escape. Thieves generally steal during the hours of darkness when they are least likely to be detected or seen. 

To assist them thieves, having decided on their target, then plait either the tail or the mane of the target horse/pony. Plaiting makes their target easily identifiable without having to see the colour or markings of the horse or pony in the dark.

Incidents where horses have had their manes or tails plaited have been reported previously throughout our area and we would ask members to be on their guard.

About 7 pm on Wednesday 13th April 2011, an alert member of the public saw an unfamiliar vehicle and horsebox (no registration or further description available at present) within a field containing horses behind Coldstream Police Station in the Scottish Borders. While the member of the public made their way over to investigate, the occupants of the vehicle drove it and the horsebox away from the field and they were lost to sight. Police enquiries are continuing. 

It is our intention to bring this incident to your attention and ask that you be aware of the methods used by thieves to identify and potentially steal horses. 

Please also make a note of any vehicles or people that are seen in suspicious circumstances, whilst ensuring your own safety.  Please ensure that all sensible security measures you can take are used in terms of horse marking and the security of fields and stables.

This is also an opportunity to remind horse owners about the need for security at tack rooms where items of large value are stored, and also around your vehicles when at shows or even parked at other locations such as the vet.

Should anyone have information which may assist our enquiries or help to identify those responsible, or regarding suspicious vehicles/occurrences, we would ask they contact Hawick Police Station on 01450 375051 or the local police station.
(Lothian and Borders Police)

PC Ross Hall

Crime Prevention Officers

07775406868

01835 825058

email: ross.hall@lbp.pnn.police.uk
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Community Projects Officer
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